M MINNesOTA

COUNCIL ON TRANSPORTATION ACCESS

MCOTA Meeting

Minutes
September 25, 2024 | 1:00 — 3:00 PM

Name Organization Attendance
Jon Benson Deputy Director for Program Services, Minnesota X
Department of Employment and Economic Development
. Assistant Commissioner of Government and External Affairs,
Peter Brickwedde i
Minnesota Department of Commerce
David Fenley ADA Director, Minnesota Council on Disability X
Kelly Garvey Transp_ortatlon Specialist, Minnesota Department of X
Education
Sarah Ghandour Office of Transit and Active Transportation, Minnesota
Department of Transportation (interim MnDOT designee)
. Policy Advisor, Office of Governor Tim Walz and Lieutenant
Brandon Kasprick
Governor Peggy Flanagan
Chris Kakos Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs X
. s Executive Budget Officer, Minnesota Management and
Nick Lardinois
Budget
Brandon Nurmi Director, Minnesota Public Transit Association X
Vice-Chair, Diogo Director, Health Improvement and Benefit Design Division,
. ) . X
Reis Minnesota Department of Human Services
Shirley Schoening Active Living Coordinator, Minnesota Department of Health X
Scheuler
Maureen Melgaard - .
Schneider Chair, Minnesota Board on Aging
Gerri Sutton Director, Metropolitan Council X

Call to Order, Member Roll Call, New Member Welcome
Vice-Chair, Diogo Reis, called the meeting to order at 1:01 pm. Reis conducted roll call
via chat. Eight members were present. A quorum was established.

Jon Benson introduced himself as a new member of MCOTA, representing the
Department of Employment and Economic Development. Benson works as the Deputy
Director for Program Services for State Services for the Blind.

Review and Approve May Meeting Minutes
Brandon Nurmi made a motion to approve the May Meeting Minutes. David Fenley
seconded; motion carried unanimously.

Review and Approve September Meeting Agenda
Nurmi made a motion to approve the September Meeting Agenda. Kelly Garvey
seconded; motion carried unanimously.
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Multi Sector Blueprint for Aging

Executive Director, Tom Gottfried, introduced Kirsten Olson, the Interim Director of the
Age-Friendly MN Council. Olson presented on the MN Multisector Blueprint for Aging.
View the PowerPoint presentation on the MCOTA website for an overview of the Age
Friendly MN Council and their Blueprint for Aging. There will be a series of Action Team
convenings that are open to attend by visiting the Age Friendly MN website for
registration.

Strategic Direction Work Team Updates

Gottfried introduced the MCOTA Strategic Plan that was developed in 2020 and was in
effect through July 1, 2024. The active Strategic Direction being focused on by MCOTA
was determined in May 2024 by evaluating a list of 15 transportation access areas as
identified by senior leadership in 2023. Gottfried shared the new primary focus of
MCOTA is to provide a set of policy recommendations to State Legislature by June
2025. The policy recommendations will address barriers to hiring paid professional
drivers and barriers to retention of paid professional drivers.

Gottfried explained the connection between MCOTA'’s Strategic Plan and the work that
the MN Motor Carrier work group is doing. MN Motor Carrier is working with DPS to
identify the barriers, or perceived barriers, of getting a Commercial Driver’s License
(CDL). Laura Roads, lead on the CDL study, will be attending an MCOTA meeting on
November 20% to share and update on the department’s work and findings.

Beverly Sidlo-Tolliver asked for clarification on the role of RTCCs and TCAPs in MCOTA’s
current direction. Gottfried emphasized the value of the RTCCs and TCAPs. RTCCs and
TCAPs are continuing to work to fill gaps that transit is leaving. MNnDOT has put a hold
on the expansion of RTCCs for the time being. Sidlo-Tolliver asked if MCOTA is still open
to addressing other concerns aside from the main goal. Gottfried ensured that MCOTA
is open to discussing and taking action on additional problems and solutions.

Eric Day asked if MCOTA is focusing on driver recruitment/driver workforce, exclusively.
Day shared that while driver shortage is a concern, there are other areas that need to
be focused on as well, such as rider education, technical assistance, human services
provider education and support and transportation gaps. Specifically, the lack of
weekend and evening transportation in rural and mid-Minnesota is a problem.

Gottfried introduced the Transportation Provider survey. The survey will be sent out by
MCOTA staff as well as by RTCCs and TCAPs, to their network of providers. Members
reviewed the survey. No additions nor changes were made.


https://coordinatemntransit.org/basic_page_with_colu/past/
http://www.agefriendlymn.org/actionteams
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Gottfried introduced the User Survey. Members reviewed the survey. There will be a
comment period for MCOTA Members to provide feedback on both surveys. Nurmi
asked what the value is of determining which driver behaviors deter riders.

FY '24 Annual Report Draft

Gottfried introduced Evan Monson, Planner at TKDA. There will be a comment period
for MCOTA Members to provide feedback. Monson reviewed each section of the 2024
Draft Annual Report.

Gottfried opened the floor for questions and comments. None were received.

Public Comment
Reis opened the meeting for public comment.

Karen Onan asked if RTCCs will have the opportunity to review the Draft in addition to
the MCOTA Members. Gottfried shared that the Draft Annual Report would be send to
the Mobility Managers.

Future MCOTA Meetings (1:00 — 3:00 p.m.)
e Wednesday, November 20, 2024
o Will formally adopt the 2024 Annual Report, following the November 15
submittal to Jennifer Witt
e Wednesday, January 22, 2025
e Wednesday, March 26, 2025
e Wednesday, May 28, 2025

Adjourn
Nurmi made a motion to adjourn the September MCOTA Meeting. Gerri Sutton
seconded; motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 2:20pm.




