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ExecutiveSummary

TheEastCentralRegionaDevelopmentCommissiomprovidedthe projectmanagementor the
developmentof the 2022 RegionallTransit CoordinatiorPlanfor EastCentralMinnesota,a
comprehensiveplanningprocesded bya steeringcommittee made up of leadershipfrom
services for individualwith disabilities, older adults, persons with limitettomes, public
transit providers, angbrivate transportation entities.TheMinnesotaDepartment of
Transportation Office of Transit provide&chnical assistance directionandfundingto
completethe plan. Thestrategiesand projectsidentified in this plan cameabout through
collaborationto address the majoneeds ancconcernsof transitfor the nextfiveyearsacross
the region.

The East Central Regional Development Commissioreserk Yy S Regioh 7&ad
involvesthe eastcentral counties of Chisago, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille Lacs, and&itiegas a
regional development and planning organizationcluding the development of this plan.

Somepublicand private transportationoptions currently existfor personsin Region7Ewhich
include agency, fehire transportation providers, shuttlservices, specializétansportation
servicestaxiservice,publictransit, ride-shareand volunteer basedservices.

Arobust, welldeveloped ancdhdministeredwebsite contains a updatedinventory (directory)-
developedas part of theEast CentraRegional Transportation Coordinating CouR@ork. This
inventoryhelps to document, evaluate arisseminatanformationregarding the existing
services within the regiolhe development ch commoninventory system,easilyusedby
providers,the public,andagenciesremainsakeycoordinationstrategyfor the region It also
containscritical information for the development diaaS (Mobility as a Service)
technology

Interest from regionastakeholders guidethe development of coordinatiostrategies,
includingnewservicedevelopmentto mimic more urban choicessuchasLyft® to fill gapsin
serviceneedsfor future humanservicesransportation. Additionally,existingtransit providers
remain committedto working togetherto bring new capital and servickelivery improvements
to the region.East Central Minnesot@&mains a region with twsubsetregions: the southern
counties(Chisagolsanti,and SouthernMille Lacs)oehavemore suburban, anéxhibit growth
to support this.Thenorthern half (Pine, Kanabec, ambrthern Mille Lacsyemainrural, with
slowergrowth andlower incomes.

Existingtransit providerscontinue to work together to addresschangesn service The East
CentralRegional Transportation Coordinating Cou(EECRTC@) collaboration with the acal
Human Services Transit Coordination Pl&@@Plogether striveto include strategies sucds
sharing resourcegoordinatingroutesand dispatchserviceso meet needs.



Introduction

The purpose of this document is to evaluate existing transportation providkstity the

unmet needs and serviceand establish transportation related goals fbe East Central

Region 7E.The counties included in this region @ahe Countiesof Pine, Isanti, Chisago,

Kanabec and Mille Laddinnesota This documentation fulfills planning requirements for the
CAEAY3 ! YSNAOI Q& { @zNI AcDiSnedtiMd laiBetdmeridaiz 2y ! O

As a requirement othe FAST Acgrantees undethe Section 5310Enhanced Mobility of
SeniorsandIndividuals with Disabilitiegrogram mushave projectslzy RSNJ | af 201 f t &
coordinated public transihuman services transportatidnJt | 49 £).S.€. 531 receive

federalfunding. This plan must be developed through a process that includes representatives of
public, private, and nomrofit transportation serviceas well asiuman serviceprovidersand

the public

Thelocal humarservicetrangportation coordinationplanning process encourages participation
from all local stakeholders armulblicin the region, especially within target populations. The
purpose of this process is to improve human service and public transportatiahder adults,
individuals with disabilities, and individuals with low incomes through coordinated
transportation.

The plan contains demographic conditions, inlwey of existing transportatioproviders,gaps
in service, and unmet needs throughout the imgthat have been identified though analysis
committee input and stakeholder outreach.

Major Plan Components
Theplanhas three major components:
1 A demographigrofile.
1 A view of mobility today, analyzing existing transportation services, regovigahs,and
destinations, needs, gaps, and curreabrdination.
1 A vision of mobility tomorrow, laying out goals and strategies to imptoMgsportation
services.

Outline Design
Theplanis designed to outline:
1 A comprehensive review of existing public transportation and human servazedination.
1 A context for continuing and broadening communication between human service
agencies and transportatigoroviders.
1 A platform to enhance transportation access forei@dults, people with disabilities,
and those with low incomes through identification of unmet needs and strategies to
address them



1 An educational tool for human service agenctesnsportation providersand

Regional Transportatio@oordinating Councils (RTCtogpentify coordination

opportunities

The tablebelowshows the suggested timelirfer the processes that go along with plan

completion.

Suggested imeline for Plan Completion

July

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

July

Aug

Sept

Contracts Executed

X

Appoint Steering Committee

X

Survey & Questionnaire
Collection

Previous Effort Evaluation

Steering Committee Meeting 1

Focus Groups

Steering Committee Meeting 2

Planning Workshop (Steering
Committee Meeting 3)

Receive COVID Guidance anc
Update Sections

Review Work PldReport with
Steering Committee (Meeting
4)

Finalize Plan Document

30 Day Public Review/Input
Period

MnDOT Draft Review

PossibleSteering Committee
Meeting5

MCOTA Draft Review

Plan Adoption




Qreativity, Cooperationand Adaptationsg
EssentialApproachesBrought on by the
COVIDBP19 Epidemic

Canthese new approaches to libe of benefit to us moving forward into future years?

COVID has changed so much about the world around us and will continue to cause us to
consider how we function as we move into the future. Exgal areasare not exempt. The
East Central Regional Development Commission serves the counties of PingClsiaago,

Kanabec, and Mille Lacs. Respective COVID data statistics are as follows:

County COVID cases to date COVID deaths to date
Pine 7,337 67

Isanti 10,408 117

Chisago 15,038 120

Kanabec 3,624 57

Mille Lacs 7,459 114

*These figures are asf 5/27/22

CKIFIyl1FdzZ tez a 27
19 community risk level.

G2RI&% Iff O2dzyGAS&a Ay 2dzNJ

Nationwide, we have seen changes in all aspects of ifnmgn how we work, how our children
are educated, how we accet®e things we value, and how we move people and goods from
place to place. Transportation as a whole has seen drastic ebbs and flows in demand, safety
precautions, and community role.

Changes in transit need locally, can be attributed to a shift in feack to a workfrom-home

status. Also, implemented policies regarding not transporting a COVID positive client has
shifted demand from buses to private providers, or volunteer drivers. The willingness of people
to ride commingled with a large number athers has also increased the request for smaller
group or individual transit. Many are forgoing their usual cost restrictions in the name of
perceived safety.

Throughout our region, we have 3 public transit providers. Timber Trails Transit servégd&ana
County. Arrowhead Transit serves Pine, Isanti, and Chisago Count€®\PTTransit serves

Mille Lacs County. We have seen these providers do everything from providing no or reduced

fares, implementing capacity restrictions, changing screeningtmumesswith scheduling, to

opening their horizons to the world of reverse transit. Many of them still to this day regardless

2F 0SAYy3a RSSYSR af 26¢ N A cdor ekamPl& adpiggladéaningh + L5 O
precautions or products, maintaining ggestions for masks and social distancing and service

changes.



As we settle in to our nemaormal of transit in our area, we find our public providers adapting

to the new social climate and finding ways to stay safe, relevant, and a viable option in our
community. They are advertising their cleaning schedules and policies to remind the public that
they are still a clean viable option for travel. We also see them taking an advocacy role with
their staff, some of which were required to be vaccinated totoare their job functions. Their
stakeholder meetings now provide updates regarding COVID changes, ridership rates, and focus
on returning transit to its preCOVID status.

Through quick thinking, adaption to change, and constant presence, our traosidprs have

kept our communities moving. We at the ECRDC, will stay involved in the process going forward
and willremaina liaison between transit providers and the public, alwlagsg mindful othe

balance between safety and efficient service.

Throwgh stakeholders and steering committee meetiykgsy points have beemdentified to
keepin mindas wework throughplanning processes.

T ¢KS 9/ we¢// Ydzad 0SS Ay@2f SR gAGK (KS wS3aA?2
1 Include individual plans for thoseeeding specialized transportatiaywhere they are,

who is transporting the. Utilize the assistance of the ECRTCC Advisory Board (transit
agencies, community organizations) as well as those involved with the recent Local

Human Services Transit CoordioatiPlan

Keep the pandemitop of mindwhen we are makinghanges to infrastructure

Focus on single rides during pandemmolunteer drivers, etc. to avoid crowding buses

LOQa 060S02YS S@ARSYylG GKFG GKS y 9Bdessés2 NJ & Y f
with 5310 funding for public transit is critical now, since the pandemic

Set upuniversalsafety measures for drivers

Set up universal safety measures for riders

The new normal of working from home has helped lessen the transmission of viruses

and should be maintained as a viable work option

= =4 -4

= =4 -4

The implementation o SEMCACSouth East MN Community Action Council) to become the
Mobility Management Center for all COVID related transportation created a tremendous
advantage for those in need. The onggation was able to enlist drivers from all over the state
to transport those who would otherwise not have transportation options.

Drivers were given the equipment/products they needed in order to provide rides safely and
efficiently. Money was availabte provide payment to the drivers.

This kind of developmerghould be organized and at the reaitypreparation foranother
emergency. RTCCs working with MnDOT and the FTA must have this in the upcoming plan.

Points of importance collected from th@ovd Collaborative Webinar
Produced and Hosted by th@&enter for Rural Policy and Developm&i@ovid 19 by ta
Number¢ 2y al & MCZ HAOHH




See the video of the entire webindrttps://www.youtube.comwatch?v=yQsolBIrSBs

A Job vacancy rate toumberof jobs filled in east central area is at 4.5%% is
healthy

A Many people took early retirement (older workforag55+) so thecurrent

number of people in the workforcis lower

Then(During COVID)Wages dropped causirige labor forcenumbers todrop

Now ¢ Demandfor labor hasncreased so wages are now going up

More females left the workforce than men

In the central area of MMorking remotelyfrom home is not atarge ofa trend

due to the kind ofndustry make up, for exampldndustrymakeup,

Manufacturing,Retail, Food Services, Health Care

Migration Patten move to rural MN, influx of remote workegsAvailability of

housing $ an issue, so is availability of childcare. For many who move from urban

to rural, their employment may still be urban based.

A Telework = broadband.

A Economigattern ¢ in the rural areashere has been anptick in Amazon
Amazon purchasenzay the LOST (Local Option Sales Tax) which is good for rural
communities

A Peoplehavecontinued to and like to shop in smaller shahse tofamiliarity,
smallnessvhich is als@ood for rural communities

A The Urban areas had trouble because of the closirigrge public aregJarget
Field US Bank Stadiufar examples.

A There has been a reonnection of Americans ttheir local government
(distribution of CARES Act funds and other funding)

A We may see some of the early retirees come back into the workfbezmause of
the stock market/recession

A Many feel that the federal policy actions were detrimental, allowing people to
quit their jobs. The cosbf-living increases in income are frequently available if
you are in the workforce. A person on social secwiéy not ask for an increase in
their income.

>

> >

>\

Great conversations and lessons learned of the impacts from the pandemic. New ideas for

recovery and growth havieeen identified We have learned that collaboration has become of

ultimate importance, teleworks here to stay and needs to be built upon and statewide
ONRPIFROFYR A& ONARGAOIFIEt® [SGQa (SSLI ft221Ay3 T2N
growth.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQsolBIrSBs

Background

Study AreaDemographics

A key step in developing and evaluatin@nsit plans is a careful analysis of the mobility needs of
various segments of the population and the potential ridership of transit services. As part of the
plan development process, an effort was undertaken to identify any concentrations of the
following targeted population grouplderly, low incomeandindividuals withdisabilities

Transit demand analysis is the basic determination of demand for transportatieacharea.
Thereare several factors that affect demand, not all of which caprogected however, demand
estimation is an important task in developing any transportation plan and several methods are
available for this purpose. The analysis makes intensive use of demographic data and trends. In
consideration of the limited resourcesvailable to prepare this plan, a decision was made to
utilize the most recent American Community Sur{@&CSylatato identify any concentrations of

the targeted groupslong withcompletingan analysis of the program demarACS data is also
available ad summarized at the MnesotaState Demographic Center.

This section provides information on individuals considered by the transportation and human
services sectors to be dependent upon transit services. In general, the characteristics of these
individuab preclude them from driving, and thereby make carpooling and transit their only viable
alternativefor motorized transportatio.

The four types of limitations which priide persons from driving are:

1. physical limitations

2. financial limitations

3. legallimitations

4. seltimposed limitations
Physical limitations may include permanent disabilitteee to age, blindness, paralysis
developmental disabilities and temporary disabilities such as acute illnesses and head injuries.
Financial limitations includéhose persons unable to purchase or rent their own vehicle. Legal
limitations generally refer to limitations for persons who are too young to drive (generally under
age 16). Selimposed limitations refer to those people who choose not to own or drivehacle
(some orallthe time) for reasons other than those listed in the first three categories. The Census
is generally capable of providingformation about the first three categories of limitation. The
fourth categoryof limitation iscurrently recogried as representing a relativedgnall proportion
of transitridership butis still significant to this study.

10



Region 7Etudy Area
The study area includdsre counties inthe East Central Region,.7Ehese counties include
Pine, Isanti, Chisago, Kanabec, and Mille lraocsefmbered through this acronyr?lCKM).

Kanabec

Chisago

11



CurrentPopulationTotals
Table 1 below shows the distribution of the regional population between each county.

Tablel: Population by County

County Population Percent of Total

Pine 29,223 18%

Isanti 39,430 24%
Chisago 55,315 33%
Kanabec 16,089 1%

Mille Lacs 25,865 15%
Source: ACS

https://data.census.gov

Table 1labelow shows the distribution through a morelative andvisual means.

Population Disbursement by County
Pine 29,223
Isanti 39,430
Chisago 55,315
K
anabec —— 16 089
Mille Lacs
25,865
0 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 60,000

12



https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=S0101&g=0500000US27025,27059,27065,27095,27115&y=2019

Projected Population

The current population in the East Central Region 5,982 Over the next five year022¢
2027) it is estimated thatthe population in Pine, Kanabec and Mille Lawé decreaseup to
1.5%.0pposingly, the population of the Metro bordered counties, Isanti and Chisago is set to
increase upvards2.5%.

Relative Change (%)

-50 to -40
-40 to -30
-30 to -20
-20 to -10
-10to 0
Oto10
10to 20
20 to 30
30 to 40
40 to 50
50 to 60

Source: ACS
https://data.census.gov

https://mn.gov

https://mn.gov

Notice an overall drop in population as we move further from the Twin Cities/Metro area into
Kanabec, Pine, aridille Lacs Counties.

13


https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=S0101&t=Populations%20and%20People&g=0500000US27025,27059,27065,27095,27115&tid=ACSST5Y2019.S0101
https://mn.gov/admin/demography/data-by-topic/population-data/our-projections/
https://mn.gov/admin/assets/Long-Term-Population-Projections-for-Minnesota-dec2020_tcm36-457300.pdf

CHISAGO COUNTY

57135 — °7319
—

56737 = Skl { ‘
y |

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Estimated population increase 2f49%

ISANTI COUNTY

41472
— 41284 =
e 40887 = 41089

40463 =
— 40242 = 1

39966 = 39785 = 40016 ‘

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Estimated population increase 8f76%

PINE COUNTY

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Estimated population decrease 855%

KANABEC COUNTY

16207
\ 152l997 = 15979 == 15950 ==
| |

15936 == 15911 == 15883 == 15851 == -
15817
| | | | | 15780

PAONRS) 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027




Estimated population decrease 63%

MILLE LACS COUNTY

25792 == 25787 == 25779 == 25766 == 25749 == 25728 == 25702 = 25671 = 25635

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027
Estimated population decrease b03%

These percentagemayseem small, but given the population of these countemgnsmall
changes can be fettespecially when it comes to school class sizes and customer bases for
avylrtt G2gyad !'a gAGK yedKAYy3IS AdGQa Fft NBEI G

Population byAge
Tables 2hrough4 show the number of youth, adults, and seniors within each county and the
percent these populations makeut of the total county population.

The age categories are:
Youth:Under 18 Adults: 18; 64 years and Seniors: 65 plus.

15



Youth

Pine County has the lowest percentage of youth at oelgr 20percent, while Mille Lacs
Countyhas the highest number of youth ptst over24 percent Isanti and Chisago Counties
coming close at 23.85 and 22.95 respectivelylease consier thatalmost a quarter oChisago
/ 2 dzy fbpulton is 17 and youngakanabedountyholds at 215 percent.

Table2: Youth Population(17 years and younger)

County Total Population Youth Population Percent of
Total

Pine 29,223 5,810 19.88%

Isanti 39,430 9,404 23.85%

Chisago 55,315 12,694 22.95%

Kanabec 16,089 3,464 21.53%

Mille Lacs 25,865 6,231 24.09%

SourceACS

https://data.census.gov

East Central - Percent Youth Population

Millefliaes)
Kanabec
5
&
Isanti \—]
Chisagoe

SE)

o 4 8 16 24 32 .I..—_
[ Miles

Legend

Youth Population Magor Ravers

[ J=1es MN Trunk Highway

=m0 US Highway

240
] 265 —— US Interstate N
[ ] 520 [ Couney A

Source: 2019 American Community Survey 5 Year Esimate
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=s0101&g=0500000US27025,27059,27065,27095,27115&tid=ACSST5Y2019.S0101

Adult

The adult population has the largest percentage of citizens inEasgral Minnesota. Chisago
County boasts a percentage of 61 percent while Kanabec and Mille Lacs are the lowest but
closeat58percent. AyS [/ 2dzyieQa I Rdz G LRLMzAZIFGA2Y Aa

Table3: Adult Population (18 to 64ears)

County Total Population Adult Population Percent of Total
Pine 29,223 17,53 60.026
Isanti 39,430 23,904 60.62%

Chisago 55,315 34,356 62.11%

Kanabec 16,089 9,374 58.26%
Mille Lacs 25,865 14,963 57.83%
SourceACS

https://data.census.gov

East Central - Percent Adult Population

32
[ Miles

Legend

Adult Population Major Riverz

[J=s40 MN Truzk Highway

[ =s60 —— US Highway

B =585

— P —— US Interstate N
-0 [ County A

‘Source: 2019 Amencan Community Survey 5 Year Estmate
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=s0101&g=0500000US27025,27059,27065,27095,27115&tid=ACSST5Y2019.S0101

Senior

¢tKS NB3IA2Y QA

ASYA2N) LR LJzZ F GA2y KI &
percent in Pine. As Isanti is along the border with Chigggaching the Metro area, it sits at

0KS

17 percent seniors. Mille Lacs is a close third lowest at 18speiand Kanabec sits at 21

percent.
Table4: Senior Population (65 years and over)
County Total Population Senior Population | Percent of Total
Pine 29,223 5,874 20.10%
Isanti 39,430 6,122 15.53%
Chisao 55,315 8,265 14.9%%
Kanabec 16,089 3,251 20.21%
Mille Lacs 25,865 4671 18.06%

Source: ACS
https://data.census.gov

East Central - Percent Senior Population

‘_ Mille Lacs

Kanabec

Isanti

4 B8 16 24

32
[ =m Miles

L'

)Chisago

Legend
Senior Population

[ =145
[J=17s
[ <205
Bl =240
| BN

Major Rivers

M Trunk Highway

US Highway
= US Interstate

[ County

A

Source: 2015 American Community Survey 5 Year Esimate



https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=s0101&g=0500000US27025,27059,27065,27095,27115&tid=ACSST5Y2019.S0101

Populationsof Peoplewith a Disability

Table5 containsthe total county populations for indiduals with disabilitieand the percent that

population is of the total county populatioables6-8 break down that totalpopulationinto
youth, adults, and seniors with a disability.

The trend of the bordering counties continues with Chisago and I€antfities having the least
number of disabled citizens; 2P percent and 1283 percent respectivelyKanabedCounty has

the largest percent at 124 percent followed byPineat almost 17percent. Mille Lacs County
closes imat 1564 percent.

Table5: Populationsof Peoplewith Disability

County Total Population Disabled Population Percent of Total
Pine 29,223 4,966 16.99%
Isanti 39,430 5,060 12.83%

Chisago 55,315 6,205 11.22%
Kanabec 16,089 2,773 17.24%
Mille Lacs 25,865 4,046 15.64%

SourceACS

East Central - Percent Pop. with Disabilities

0 4 8 16 24 32
—-—— Miles

Legend

Pop. with Disabilities Major Rivers

[J=ss MN Trunk Highway

[ J=us
[ =130
Il =50
I =150

US Highway
= US Interstate

[ County

Source: 2019 Amencan Community Survey 5 Yaar Esimate

https://data.census.gov



https://data.census.gov/

Youth

The youth populationvithin the age range of five to seventeen years in East Central Minnesota
who are in the disability category are described next. Kanabec County has the largest
percentage with6.96 percent.lsantifollows with a large drop d&.34percent, then Mille Lacs
Countiescomes imat 5.28percent Pine at 5.2 percenChisago county has the least number of
disabled youth a#.83percent.Youth have the smallest range of percentages within our age
brackets.

Table6: Youth Population witha Disability(5 to 17 years)

County Total Youth Disabled Population Percent of Total
Pine 5,810 302 5.20%
Isanti 9,404 502 5.34%
Chisago 12,694 613 4.83%
Kanabec 3,464 241 6.96%
Mille Lacs 6,231 329 5.28%
SourceACS

https://data.census.qgov

East Central - Percent Youth with Disabilities

32
[ == Miles

Legend

Youth with Disabilities Majar Rivers

:| <135 MN Trunk Highway
=0 o USHighway
I <45

. S Imterst:
B =50 e N

| EX [ County A

‘Source: 2019 American Commanity Survey 5 Year Eximate



https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=s1810&g=0500000US27025,27059,27065,27095,27115&tid=ACSST5Y2019.S1810

Adult

The adultand seniompopulatiorsin our region hae almost the same range of percentages

throughout the counties, 2 dzQft f

y 2 dedioDdsoupihksheliargésk@nber of citizens

with disabilities. Disabled adults ages 18 to 64 years in Chisago County &aeltveest
percentage in our region with onB.76percent.Isanti is next with 1@5 percent, Mille Lacs is
at 1345, Pineat 1441 and Kanabedas the lagest number of disabled citizens a.56
percent of their adult population.

Table7: Adult Population witha Disability(18 to 64 years)

County Total Adult Disabled Population Percent of Total
Pine 17,539 2,528 14.41%
Isanti 23,904 2,402 10.05%
Chisago 34,356 3,011 8.76%
Kanabec 9,374 1,365 14.56%
Mille Lacs 14,963 2,012 13.45%

Source: U.S. ACS
https://data.census.gov

East Central - Percent Adults with Disabilities

Isanti

0 4 8 16 24 32
[ __mm Miles

Legend
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N
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Source: 2019 American Community Survey 5 Year Estmate



https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=s1810&g=0500000US27025,27059,27065,27095,27115&tid=ACSST5Y2019.S1810

Senior

The number of seniors with disabilities is very eye openingkibgat the percentages, Mille Lacs
County has the greatest witlt63% % Chisago County has the lowest with3&34 Isantijumps to
35.224 then Kanabeavith 35.9%andPinein fourth with 36.36%

Table8: Senior Population witra Disability(65 years+)

County Total Seniors Disabled Population | Percent of Total

Pine 5,874 2,136 36.36%

Isanti 6,122 2,156 35.22%
Chisago 8,265 2,581 31.23%
Kanabec 3,251 1,167 35.90%

Mille Lacs 4,671 1,705 36.50%

Source: ACBttps://data.census.gov
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Pine, Isanti, Kanabec aiille Lacsare all shown in the dark red colahich shows that in
these counties, the seniors who are disabled courjuasunder 40 percent of the seniors in
these four counties.

Chisago County is shown here to be in the orange range wshichthat the number of seniors
in this county who are disabled abelow the 3.5LISNOSYy At S 2F GKS O2dzyié ¢

Chisago Caty stands alone as the lowest percentage of people per capita in the east central
region who have a disability.


https://data.census/#.gov

LowIncome Population

As defined by the Department of Health and Human Services, an individual having an annual

income of no more tha$12,88000is considered to be living below the poverty leviedble9
below showsthe populationof individuals living below the povertgvel percounty, and the
percent that populatiorrepresent of the total. Tablesl0-12 describe this populatiom more

detail byshowing county populations for youth, adults, senipend individuals with a disability

living below poverty.

a4 6SQ@S

AaSSyYy AYy LINBOA 2 dza

irofSaz ¢S ass

iKS

border the Metropolitan area having the lowest numbers of deficient issues, including poverty.
Chisago haslaw 5.8percentlevel, Isanti &7.2 percent. The highest level is in Mille Lacs
County with 12 percent of the population living in poverty, Pingust over 1Qpercent,

Kanabec swell at just abouflO percent.

Table9: Population Below Poverty Level

County Total Population Population Below Poverty] Percent of Total
Level

Pine 29,223 3,215 11%

Isanti 39,430 2,878 7.3%

Chisago 55,315 3,319 6%

Kanabec 16,089 1,609 10%

Mille Lacs 25,865 3,207 124%

Source: ACS

https://data.census.gov



https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=SE%202019%20K201061&t=Income%20and%20Poverty&g=0500000US27025,27059,27065,27095,27115&tid=ACSDT5Y2019.B17001
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Thismulti-coloredmap further shows the levels of poverty in the East Central Region. In light
8Stt26x [/ KAAlFII2 [/ 2dzyié A& RSAEONAOGSR Fa o6SAy3
population in poverty. Isanti is in a slightly darker shade of yellow which signiéss ¢hian 9

percent level. Both Kanabec and Pine are in bright orange which is the color for under 12

percent and Mille Lacs County isaidarker orange/brown which stands alone as the highest

county in our region in poverty at just undé&4 percent.



Youh:
Tablel0: YouthBelow Poverty Level (Zyears and younger)

County Total Youth| Populationof | Percent of Percent ofYouthliving below the
Youthbelow Total Poverty Level in relation tthe
Poverty Leve| Youth O 2 dzy G & Quelovepdvertyd f
population
Pine 5,810 738 12.7% 22.9%%
Isanti 9,404 828 8.8% 28.77%
Chisago 12,694 850 6.7% 25.61%
Kanabec 3,464 405 11.7% 25.17%
Mille Lacs 6,231 1,066 17.1% 33.24%
Souce: ACS

https://data.census.gov

The trend ofelevatedpoverty levelnumbersin the east central region contingas we look at

the age levels. Above is the table for youth ages 17 and under who are living below the poverty
level.We see the lowest levels in Chisago and Isanti Counti@3 and 8.8 percent

respectively. Mille Lacs has the highest level,aflpercent. Pine is at27 and Kanabec is at

11.7 percent.

The number of youttin poverty in relation to the overal 2 dzy pbgul@t®n under povertys
highest in Mille Lacs CountigantiCounty also has a greater number of youth in poverty
overall. Youths in our regioare the second highest ranking age grdwmgin poverty.


https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=SE%202019%20K201061&t=Income%20and%20Poverty&g=0500000US27025,27059,27065,27095,27115&tid=ACSDT5Y2019.B17001

As shown in this map of the east central region, Mille Lacs County stands alone in the dark
orange/brown color which signifies their high level of poverty for youth at just ut8er
percent. Opposingly, Chisago County, in the light yellow is on the ettteatunder 7.5
percent. Between are Kanabec and Pine at uridebpercentand Isantis shown in light
orangeat under 11.0percent of the population of youth living in poverty.



















































































































































































































































































































































